MONTANISM.

Besides Gnosticism, I must mention one other
great tendency, sectarian rather than heretical,
which arose in the second century. To the free
* missionary activity of the apostles' days succeeded
the more mechanical consolidating action of the
sub-apostolic period. The Church found herself
governed by aged men whose chief qualification
was that they were old enough to have had
intercourse in younger days with apostles.
There was a great danger that Christian life
would become stereotyped and that Christianity
itself would become a past glory rather than a
present power.

Then Montanus arose in Phrygia, a province
of Asia Minor. Like the so-called " Quakers " of
later times, he called attention to the almost
forgotten truth that Christ had sent the Spirit
at Pentecost to abide with the Church for ever.
Christians were living in the times of the
"'Comforter" (Paraclete), and His voice was
still to be heard through His prophets and
prophetesses.

Montanus claimed for himself and for his
followers, including two women, the gift of